BASICS FOR LIVING THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
1.  “Let’s Recognize Our Problem!”
Introduction:
Thank you for the privilege of teaching this class for the next 5 Sundays.  Take opportunity to update you in terms of my plans and future.

· Time of transition – move to new campus—opportunity to attract many new families.  At my age – 64 – I’m planning to retire eventually –age 68—Church needs new leadership gifts – grooming Scott.  I’m mentoring him.  Choices:  Stay till I drop – crises.  Turn 65/68 leave – crises.  Transition a new person – remain.

Romans—my favorite.  Was Paul’s longest work; his doctrinal masterpiece.  Great impact on Martin Luther—resulting in Reformation.

· Critical today – So many of us still do not understand the Christian gospel.  Think that Jesus died on cross to pay for my sins—rest is up to me. (Article)
· Occasion – Paul never was in Rome – hope to visit – mission to Spain.  Planned first to go to Jerusalem.  Why write?—to clarify his teachings—controversial—not law but grace…problem in Church—Jews/Gentiles= tension.
· Two Theme Verses: Rom. 1:16-17; Rom. 15:7
· God’s Part:  The power of God – doctrinal – Our Part:  As Christ accepted you (relational).  What is the normal Christian life?  The Christian life can be lived only by Christ Himself!  We think—if Jesus paid for my sins, then I can handle the rest myself: wrong!  Paul’s whole emphasis is on the power of God—We need to believe it—faith.  How God makes people right with Himself—thru faith…for faith.  To prove that the power for becoming and living as a Christian depends on our trusting, relying on and responding to God to work begins by our recognizing our problem.
· Let’s recognize our problem: (1:18-3:20)

I.   INSPITE OF THE EVIDENCE, PEOPLE HAVE REJECTED GOD.  (1:18-32)
      Man’s basic problem is that we are involved in some moral slip ups and goofs, indiscretions—we just didn’t know any better.  Our problem begins with our basic attitude toward God.  You can’t appreciate what God has done for us, until you really see how cruelly we have treated God.  One must know the depth of man’s iniquity before he can understand the glory of salvation.

A. God’s wrath is a response to man’s rejecting God’s truth. (18-23)

1. “Is revealed”- Saw T.V. commentary of people who studied world’s religions (Larry King Lie—Jew, Muslim, Catholic, Atheist, New Age, John MacArthur)—all the same thing, trying to live a right life—all have some unique features.  Not true:  Christian faith claims you cannot know God unless He has revealed Himself anymore than you can know another person unless he makes himself known.

2. “By their wickedness suppress the truth” – There does exist absolute truth.

· Today’s response:  This is true for me, may not be true for you!

· Truth doesn’t exist objectively – All truth is relative.

· Truth is created by a specific culture on community and is true only in and for that culture

· What’s true is what works.

3. 19-20 “God has made His existence known”

·    Naturalism – life arose by chance collusion of molecules of atoms

·    Design – Why do scientists cling to evolution so fervently?  If not true, then link exists between material order and moral order.

·    No God, no basis of morality.

·    No quality of life but sanctity of life

·    Fetus is a person not a thing.

·    People have value, worth bear divine image

4.   21-23—When people do not honor Him as God – who revealed himself.  No focus of worship or gratitude except self – God planned us for His pleasure to worship Him.
B. Rejecting God’s truth results in man’s immoral behavior (24-27)

1. What happens when people reject God revealed truth about Himself, life? (24-25).

·    Serve the creature rather than Creator.

·    Become slaves to lusts, desires

·    Dishonor bodies – pornography, body piercing, tattoos, and bulimia.

2. What becomes the primary object of worship?  (26-27)

·    Passions become the slave master

·    Sex no longer is the focus of family glue, children, binding

·    Immoral behavior carries with it its own consequences   (27)…STD diseases, Aids.

C. Man’s immoral behavior reveals his depraved nature (28-32)
1.
The picture here is of the natural heart—totally depraved, desperately wicked.

2. A base mind will lead to improper conduct—Belief system will be reflected in the behavioral patterns.
3. They know God’s decree—those who do such things deserve to die.  This is the true picture of humanity—unless God’s power works, there’s no hope!

II. WON’T GOD JUDGE ME ON THE BASIS OF MY GOODNESS?  (2:1-16) 
      No sooner does Paul paint the picture of the total depravity of all mankind before God—not that man merely sins, but his nature is corrupt.  Immediately he responds to possible reactions—what about good, moral people?  We all stand under God’s wrath.

A. But haven’t we knowingly done things that are wrong?  (1-11)

1.  (1:32) – Know God’s decree – Know penalty and we do it any way!  Approve.  
· That’s not me!  That’s them…I’m a good moral person.

2. Paul says, we live with a double standard – hypocrisy – we judge others by (vs. 2) using ourselves as the standard.  I don’t do what he does!

3. (vs. 3-5)  God judges us by His standard, not by ours.  Don’t mistake His kindness and patience as excusing you – repentance.

4. (6-10) – God’s Judgment considers all our actions – not just some good things.

· God takes into consideration how we live our lives – inner attitudes, as well as, actions.

· How you live your life has consequences – only two alternatives you live for the Lord or you don’t.  We want to find a middle ground.

· God’s judgment:

· Is a fact

· It’s right

· It’s inescapable

· Cumulative

· Based on real behavior

· impartial

5.   (vs. 11) God’s judgment is impartial – God is fair.  He will give us what we deserve.  God plays no favorites: Jew or Gentile.
B. But, haven’t we all gone against our conscience? (12-16) What about those who never heard?  Don’t know God’s law.
1. (vs. 12-13) – To the religious Jew – the law was the standard (basis) of judgment.  God would not be fair if He gave His commandments to Jews to live out and not to Gentiles—not just hearers but doers!!! 

2. What about people who never heard but are doers – standard! – They’re good!

· They are a law to themselves – God will judge people on the basis of the laws that they have originated—on the light people have

· Now the criteria of judgment is their conscience – accuse – perhaps excuse – we’ll let God be God.

· (vs. 16) “On that day” – God sets His judgment on the secrets.  Why should I allow you into my Heaven!  Not just the deeds – judgment will be by Jesus Christ – standard.

Just because we have laws, rules, regulations – knowing God’s Word does not make you any better than anyone else.  Bottom line—our goodness will be measured by Christ’s righteousness…but the religious Jew still will argue “we’re special”.

III.   YOU MEAN BEING RELIGIOUS DOESN’T COUNT  (Rom. 2:17-3:8)

         Paul continues.  If we are to appreciate the power of God – accept each other as God in Christ accepted us—see our total depravity, our good behavior doesn’t meet God’s standard, but what if I’m religious and keep religious rituals and regulations?

A. (vs. 17-24)  What Good is a Profession without Performance?
1. Religious Jews had all kinds of privileges (17-20)

· Relation to God…know His will…approve excellence…law…guide

2. Privileges do not guarantee performance (21-24)

· There is hypocrisy, self-righteousness – We know, but don’t do.
                 3.   Dangers that face religious people – we don’t live up to what we know and profess; we mislead unbelievers by our inconsistency we give God a black eye because we don’t walk our talk.
     B.   (vs. 25-29) What good is ritual without reality?
                 1.   Paul moves privilege of having status and a name to the Jewish traditions        and rituals (25-27)


     2.   Circumcision was sign of being a covenant people Gen. 17:10

· You belong to God.

3. The problem with rituals – superstitions – believe in symbols, instead of what they stand for (28-29)

· Circumcision means (Deut. 30:6; Jer. 4:4) – Paul makes the distinction of what is a true person of the covenant.

C.   (vs. 3-1-8) Look at your objections, objectively.
Whenever you’re trying to make a point, there is the danger of misunderstandings but also it raises other questions.  Paul, you’re putting Gentiles on the same level as Jews—that can’t be correct!


     1.   Doesn’t being a Jew have some advantage?
· Yes – God has revealed Himself to them and through them
  
     2.   Does their unfaithfulness nullify God’s faithfulness?

· No – It’s not you ganging onto God, He hangs onto you. 

                 3.   (5-8) Are you saying that wickedness makes God look good?

· No – Then God could not judge us

· Why not be bad so goodness will come

· Their condemnation is just

IV.  YOU WON’T APPRECIATE THE GOOD NEWS IF YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND THE BAD.   (3:9-20)

Pride and prejudice are two attitudes that can keep people apart.  Pride says – there’s something about me that makes me special and better.  Prejudice – says there’s something about you that makes me better than you.  In the Gospel God deals with both these attitudes—we’re all under God’s wrath, power of sin, condemnation of law and in grip of death.
     A.   Sin isn’t just some bad behavior; it impacts our whole being (9-18)

1.  Are Jews, religious any better off?

· All under the power of sin – Power – a tendency in our nature to go against God—man is not basically good.  Totally

· Any solution to human problem that fails to deal with root cause of sin is not more a solution than band aids on a person who has liver cancer.

            2.   The real measuring stick:  Righteousness (vs. 10)

3.   The evidence – understanding, desire, actions, speech.  No one is good!!    What’s your standard?

     B.   Every human being stands totally corrupt and condemned before God. (19-20)
1. The law as an expression of God’s standard condemns us all.  The law shows us what is wrong, but is powerless to make it right.

2. Every mouth is stopped – all accountable to God.

3. Punch line – “For therefore” – the impossibility of any person to keep God’s law – trying to be good enough – perfect.

Conclusion:

We’re all in the same boat – the Titanic – we’ve hit the iceberg, we’re all going down.  Drowning.  People can’t save themselves.  It takes the power of God.
